
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: RACE TALKS​
Phone: 971-361-9191 (call/text)​
Email: info@racetalkspdx.com 

PORTLAND, OR: On June 19, 2025, RACE TALKS: Uniting to Break the Chains of 
Racism will host The Fourth Annual History of Black Drag in Portland - An Evening of 
Conversation and Performance at the McMenamins Kennedy School. This year’s 
co-hosts are Lawanda Jackson and Isaiah Esquire, and features an all-star lineup of 
Black drag queens. RACE TALKS, a community-based organization with a fifteen-year 
history of hosting crucial conversations about race, presents its 142nd community 
forum. This vibrant event highlights the intersectional celebration of Junettenth and 
Pride and was inspired by the Portland Community College course, “The History of 
Drag in Portland” created by drag queen legend, Poison Waters. 

EVENT DETAILS: 

●​ Date: Thursday, June 19, 2025 
●​ Doors Open: 6:30 PM 
●​ Program Begins: 7:00 PM 
●​ Location: McMenamins Kennedy School Theater, 5736 NE 33rd Ave, Portland, 

OR 97211 

HOSTED BY: Lawanda Jackson & ​
 

FEATURED PANELISTS AND PERFORMERS: 

Guest Panelists: 
Krystal Lynn Benoit, Cruz Daniels, Bruce the Drag King, Aqua Flora, Flawless Shade 
 
Performances by: 
 
Lawanda Jackson, Isaiah Esquire, Krystal Lynn Benoit, Cruz Daniels, Flawless Shade, Aqua 
Flora, Mona Chrome 



 

 
 

RACE TALKS: Uniting to Break the Chains of Racism, in collaboration with 
McMenamins History Department, Poison Waters, local Black Drag Queens, and 
various community organizations, began the Annual History of Black Drag in Portland in 
2021 in response to the political and legal vitriol that was being said about Drag 
Queens throughout the United States. This event serves as an intersectional celebration 
of Pride and Juneteenth, by delving into the rich history and contemporary experiences 
of Black Drag in Portland. The evening includes personal stories shared by a stellar 
panel of local Drag Queens, followed by captivating drag performances. 

RACE TALKS: Uniting to Break the Chains of Racism is deeply concerned about the 
escalating violence and hate crimes targeting Black and brown individuals, particularly 
Black trans women, the most targeted demographic globally. As a Black femme-led 
organization, we recognize the pivotal contributions of Black Americans, specifically 
Black trans women and femmes to the establishment of Pride and Juneteenth - pivotal 
moments in American history made possible by the resilience and fortitude of Black 
communities. 

 
IMPORTANT FOR IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE:  
 
RACE TALKS is centering this event for Black and Brown queer community members 
because there are so few Pride events in Portland that center BIPOC people. All ages 
and allies are welcome to attend! Anyone who identifies as BIPOC is eligible to receive 
a free admission ticket and food voucher for the event. Event and ticket details are 
available at racetalkspdx.com/blackdragpdx. 
 
Organizations and individuals seeking to purchase group tickets or be a sponsor, 
please reach out to us.  

For more information about this event, sponsorship, or media inquiries, please contact 
RACE TALKS at 971-361-9191 or email info@racetalkspdx.com. Visit our website at 
https://racetalkspdx.com/blackdragpdx/ for additional event details. 

RACE TALKS is a community dialogue series founded by Donna Maxey, a Black femme 
Portland Native, with Dr. Shaina Maxey Pomerantz serving as Executive Director. RACE 
TALKS' mission is to bridge racial divides through compassion, conversation, and 
education. 
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