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“The Making of American Whiteness provides compelling corrections to 

received notions regarding the origins of institutionalized White 

supremacy. By shedding new light on a wide array of period 

documents within the context of transatlantic slavery, Carmen P. 

Thompson shows that in early Virginia, conceptions of West African 

peoples as inherently worthy of enslavement went hand in hand with 

a collective European self-conception as not only superior but also 

implicitly White. With its deep dives into such disparate realms as 

gender relations, built environments, and the maintenance of West 

African modes of resistance, this book will instruct and fascinate 

students and scholars working on both the origins of American racial 

formations and their obstinately enduring manifestations.”   
—Tim Engles, Eastern Illinois University  

“A highly original challenge to the traditional historiographical 

wisdom on the North American origins of racial slavery and 

whiteness in colonial Virginia. Thompson has put together an 

unequalled archive on the subject of how ‘race’ operated in the 

period before Bacon’s Rebellion and policy changes made racial 

distinctions emerge with much greater clarity and elaboration. Subtle 

and deeply gendered, the project also draws insight and energy from 

Thompson’s study of very different forms of slavery in Africa. She 

places Virginia in a network of slave-trading transnationally in a way 

that brings into useful question the idea of an ‘invention’ of race 

there.”   
—David Roediger, author of How Race Survived U. S. History  

ABOUT THE BOOK  
The Making of American Whiteness: The Formation of Race in Seventeenth-Century Virginia changes the narrative about the origins 

of race and Whiteness in America. With an exhaustive range of archival documents, Carmen P. Thompson demonstrates 

not only that Whiteness predates European expansion to the Americas—as evidenced by European participation in the 

transatlantic slave trade since the fifteenth century—but, more importantly, that Whiteness was the principal dynamic in 

the settlement of Virginia, the first colony in what would become the United States of America. And just as the system 

of White supremacy was the principal order that fueled the transatlantic slave trade, it was likewise the framework that 

drove the organization of civil society in Virginia, including the organization and structure of the colony’s laws, social, 

political, and economic policies, and its system of governance. This book shows what  
Whiteness looked like in everyday life in the early seventeenth century, finding it eerily prescient to Whiteness today.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
Carmen P. Thompson is a historian and an independent scholar.   
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Special 30% Discount Offer!  

To get discount, use code LXFANDF30 when ordering  
(This order form is not for Resellers or Institutional Bulk Orders)  

*For individual use only. May not be combined with other offers and discounts  

  

EASIEST WAY TO ORDER WORLDWIDE: USE OUR WEBSITE  

https://Rowman.com/Lexington  

  

In North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean you can also  

  Call Toll Free: 1-800-462-6420  

  Call: (717) 794-3800  

  

*All orders from individuals must be prepaid. Prices are subject to change without notice. Shipping charges and sales tax 

will be added where applicable. Discount applies to these ISBNs only and may not be combined with other offers. For 

individual use only. eBooks can only be ordered online and must be purchased separately from print books at 

www.rowman.com/ebooks. For online purchases, apply the promotion code during the checkout process. For email or 

phone orders, provide the promo code LXFANDF30 for the 30% discount in your communication.  
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